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NOTES ON EARLY AMHERSTBURG.

'

While loolcing for some information upon a subject in connection witn
the early history of Upper Canada, I bad occasion to look up some of the
records in the Haldimand Papers.

I found that a large quantity of these

records dealing with Southern Ontario had been printed by The Pioneer and
Historical Society of Michigan in their annual volumes. I came upon somt
references to early Amherstburg; and becoming interested I carefully followed
up the record as fas as therein contained. To my surprise I found that Fort
Malden dJd not exist in the early days, but that Fort Amberstburg did. Then
I turned up a number of historical books and papers and founJ that many
others had made the same mistake, and that some who should .have been
acquainted with the military history of that section had been misnaming the
fort and had been perpetuating the mistake. I found that three different forts
had been constructed, or partly constructed ,at Amberstburg at different times,
and that the first was officially known as Fort Amberstburg, the second wa
known both a!i Fort Amherstburg and as Fort Malden, and that the third.
constructed subsequent to 1837, bore the name Fort Malden.
Thinking that perhaps these records might be interesting to many of th
citizens of Amherstburg and that the Michigan Reports may not be readily
available, I concluded it would perhaps be worth while to reproduce these
records in somewhat connected form. At the same time I do not claim for
this article anything more than a gathering together of some scattered items
to which many additions may be made by further search of the originals at
Ottawa or elsewhere.
In closing this introductory note it may be worth calling attention to the
fact that while the Dominion Government has performed a most commendable
service in gathering together these documents at Ottawa, yet it seems somewhat strange that 'Ye are indebted to The Pioneer and Historical Society of
Michigan, assisted by State friends, for placing so much of these records in
printed form for our use.

C. C.
Toronto, January,

]AWES.

1902.
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EARLY AM HE RSTBURG .
The War of American Independence was brought to a close in 1783, but
Oswego, Niagara, Detroit, and Michillmackinac remained as British posts
until their evacuation in 1796. Oswego and Detroit were transferred in Jul.
of that year. The war in the west had been carried on to a considerable extent
by Indians who were led and directed by white officers.

With them were

associated many rough and rec:dy front iersmen, hardy and crafty, skilled in
woodio1 e and the methods of the rcdman. At the close of the war many .

of

these British officers gradually drew back to Niagara and Detroit and now we
first finj mention of the country that is the subj ect of our study.
On June 7th, 1784, the Huron and Ottawa Indians who claimed ownersip

•

or proprietary rights in the country surrounding Detroit, gave by treaty a
tract ot land seven miles square at the mouth of the Detroit River to the following British officers or fighters, who had been associa ted with them in the
recent war:

Alexander McKee, William Caldwell, Charles McCormack,

Robin Eurphleet, Anthony St. Martin, Matthew Elliott, Henry Bird, Thomas
McKee, and Simon Girty.

By arrangement among themselves, Henry Bin)

was given the northern section. This would be in the northern part of

th~

Township of Malden, and would contain what is now the northern part of
the Town of Amherstburg.
It should be noted here that the Governor and Council at Quebec, by
formal proclamation shortly after, declared that no private grants made by the
Indians would be recognized; that all grants must come through the Crown,
and this part of Southwestern Quebec (it was then a part of Quebec) had not
yet been ceded by the Indians to the Crown.
The settlement of these lands on the east side of the river appears to have
been approved of by Governor Haldimand.
July 22nd, 1784, Jehu Hay, Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit, wrote to
Governor Haldimand: "Several have built upon and improved lands who have
no other pretensions than the Indians consent possession. Captains Bird and
Caldwell a re of the number, at a place they have called Fredericksburg." It

s
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would appear that in reply to this letter, Governor Frederick Haldimand wrote
to Lieutenant-Governor Hay to encourage Captains Caldwell and Elliott to
settle on the land. We see, therefore, that in 1784 settlement of the Malden
township first began, in a somewhat irregular manner. The settlers were not
exactly squatters, they had the consent of the Indians, the recognition of the
Lientenant-Governor of Detroit, and, apparently, the approval of the Governor
of Quebec.

Their settlement was to be known as Fredericksburg, whether

after Sir Frederick Haldimand or after Frederick, the son of George III.,
cannot be stated.
On August 14th, 1784, Governor Haldimand wrote to Lieutenant-Governor
Hay that Colonel Caldwell, of Colonel Butle r's late corps, had applied to him
for sanction to settle on the land; that he tould not confirm the grant, but
that they should "carry on their improvements until the land could be laid out
and granted according to the King·s instructions."

Mr. McKee was to be

directed to get the Indians to make over the land to the King, but that "two
thousand yards from the center wou ld be re erved on all sides for the pUt·
pose of establishing a fort."
Here we have the first suggestiOll of the future Fort Amherstburg, and the
promise of the town.
On July 16th of this year (1784), Mr. Hay reported finding "oniy one·•
loyalist at Detroit, i. e., a loya iist who had come to settle on the British soil;
on August 5th, he reported tinding twelve, and on September 2nd he sends a
list of forty -eight, also one woman and two children.
]:Ialdinand, however, retired from the Governorship on the 15th of
November, 1784, and after two years was succeeded by Lord Dorchester
(October 23rd, 1786). The possession of the lots soon became a subject of
inquiry. It was claimed that Lord Dorchester, in 1787, ga ve instructions for
Major Matthews to investigate the situation, and he laid out 97 lots in the best
manner possible, and confirmed the original squatters or owners in the possession of their lands as far as possible, in accordance with the Indian gram
of 1784. The 97 lots were apparently on Lake Erie, east of the grant

afterward~

called the Township of Malden.
A Committee of the Council at Quebec in 1791 appears to have admit ted
that Lord Dorchester gave orders to this effect. As orders in those days had

7

to be given in somewhat indefinite form and to be transmitted by an irregular
post over so long a distance, it can easily be seen how uncertain some points
might become and how irregular certain transactions might be.
The crossing of mails, the disappearance of carriers the loss of corre-spondence, the necessity of acting without formal and detailed orders, all
tended to throw matters into a somewhat irregular and at times irreconcilable
condition.
August 28th, 1788, Lord Dorchester wrote to Major Mathews to encourage
settlement on the east side of the River, but that no lots must be settled upon
before purchase by the Crown from the Indians; "also to report the progress
made by some Loyalists in their settlement on a spot proposed for this class
of men on the east side of Detroit River, and to state his ideas fully of what
may be done for its further encouragement, as well as for establishing a Military Post at that quarter."
In 1790 Major Matthews wrote from Plymouth Barracks, giving a summary of his investigation, in 1788. He stated that he went from Quebec to
DetrOit in 1787 with instructions from Lord Dorchester. After describing the
fortifications at Detroit, ·he says:
"Should this Post be given up, and another taken, the most convenient
place will be at the entrance of the River, upon a point at present occupied by
some officers and men who served the war as Rangers with the Indians. The
channel for ships runs between this Point and Isle Aux Bois Blanc, which
should also be fortified, the distance from each to mid-channel about

200

yards.

There is a fine settlement rutming 20 miles from this Point on the north side
of the Lake."
Here in 1788 is the reference to the future post at Amherstburg. The settlement on the north side of Lake Erie refers to what was known as •'the two
connected townships" (Colchester and Gosfield).
May 15th, 1787, Lord Dorchester wrote Major Close, giving him orders
for the settlement of any claims of Indians, and to lay out a township opposite
Bois Blanc, to be called Georgetown.
The District of Hesse in the west had been set apart by proclamation,
dated July 24th, 1788, and early in 1789 the Governor was author"zed by Council
to appoint a Land Board, and the following were appointed as the first members in 1789:

(
8
Farnham Close, Esq., Major of the 6sth Regiment of Foot, or the Officer
Commanding at Detroit.
' William Dummer Powell, Esq. ·
Duperon Baby, Esq.
Alexander McKee, Esq.
William Robertson, Esq.
Alexander Grant, Esq.
Adhemar de St. Martin, Esq.
Any three of them to be a quorum.
One o f the first duties then put upon this Land Board was to lay out a
township, to be called Georgetown, but still there was delay.
On August 22nd, 1789, the Land Board reported to Lord Dorchester th:.t
Mr. Me iff, the surveyor, had not yet arrived, and that none of the lands bad
yet been purchased from the Indians for the Crown, and that the Indians had
some years before granted these lands to private individuals.
September 2, 1789, Lord Dorchester instructed the Land Board to receive
applications from the occupants for grants, stating extent and value of Tracts
and Improvements and the grounds of their claims, and the Board are to give
certificates including the improvements.

Toe Board wa; also to have Mr.

McKee obtain from the Indians all the lands west of Niagara for settlement,
the ce sion to include all iands held by private individuals from the Indians by
private sale.
October 17th, 1789, the Land Board reported that all the land was claimed,
and asked for power to settle the claims, according to their best judgment.
May 19th, 1790, the Indians (Ottawas, Chippewas. Pouawatomies and
Hurons) cede to the Crown all the land from Chaudiere or Catfish Creek on
the .East, to the Detroit on the West . and from the Thames to Chenail Ecarte
on the

orth to Lake Erie, including the grant of 1784 before referred to, but

reserving a tract seven miles square north of the 1784 grant and also a small
tract at the Huron Church (Sandwich).
The settlement of the land dispute appears to have gone on slowly. Surveyo r McNiff and the Land Board did not agree. Me iff claimed to be acting
under direct orders from Quebec. Many of the .settler got tired waiting for
r cognition of their claims and left the country, some doubtless going over to

.(-c. ( I V'f g

Bl,OCK Hot-sF. ON Bors Bl,A NC lSI.A ' D.

the Sta1:es, and some :coming East to the Niagara peniRsula.

Tlte district

s uffered because of its remoteness from Quebec.

F

May Jrd, 1791, Surveyor McNiff reported that t\'iO or three families live
<:ontinuously

~n

their land east of the River (Caldwell, Elliott, Lamotte, etc.),

but many more resort there in the summer to raise wrn and beans.

He

recommends that the Indians .be removed to some other reserve; suggests at
Chenail Ecarte.

All the land is seUied from the Reserve north to Peach

Island in Lake St. Clair.
The reiere.nce to the growing of corn and beans as the pioneer crops of
Essex will be interesting, and the spelliqg of Peach Island shows how early
the corruption of Peche t-ook place.
The division of Quebec into Upper Canada and Lower Canada now takes
place (December 26th, 1791), Col. Simcoe arrives as Lieutenant Governor of
Upper Canada, .and the first Legislature is caJ:ed to meet at Newark (Niagara),
on September 17th: 1792.
The County of Kent took in all the land not included in the other counties, it included Detroit, and a strip along the south shore of Lake St. Clair
running east to the Thames f rom Maisonviile's Mill. The two members from
Kent were William Macomb, of Detroit, and David William Smith, the son of
the Commanding Offlcer at Detroit. D. W . Smith was at the time the Secretary
of the Land Board of Hesse, and his father, Major John Smith, of the stJr
Regt., was Chairman.

The member for Essex was Francis Baby, son of

Duperon Baby. He will appear later as the owner of a lot on toe river front.
January 8th, 1793, the Executive Council resolved that a township to be
called

Ma~-den

be laid out at the mouth of the Detroit River.

Thus we see that Fredericksburg gave place to Georgetown, and this in
turn to Malden.

This last name was chosen in accordance with Lieutenant

Governor's plan of reproducing English names in Upper Canada. Essex was
fixed as the name of the county by Simcoe's proclamation of July 16th, 1792,
i sued fr om Kingston.

The count:es from Essex to Northumberland were

named from English counties and the townships in these counties were named
after important towns in the same English counties.
It might be interesting to reproduce the exact wording of the entry, as it
appears on the Docket Book of Orders of Council in the Surveyor-General's
office

IO

TOWNSHIP OF MALDEN.
Description of Malden Township. To commence at the Straights at the

south boundary of the Indian Land. Thence along and following the course
of the River and Lake till it strikes the west boundary of Lot No. 97-in the
two connected townships. Thence up the said west boundary of Lot No. 97, in
the rst or 2nd Concession as heretofore surveyed and said to be 76 acres, from
the Lake, and the rear of the 2nd Concession. From thence east until it intersects a line produced south from the Indian Land, etc.
Resolved, t!Je 8th of January, 1793, that Colonel Alex. McKee, Captains
Elliott and Caldwell, be the patentees of the above mentioned township, and the
persons who have settled under the authority of the late Governor Hay, and
who have actua1ly made improvements. It appears that the marsh bas been
granted to the sons of Captain Caldwe11 by the Honorable Council of Lower
Canada
The Indian officers have it at their option to complete their quota of land
in the said township.
The land lying between Captain Bird's lot and the Indian Land is reservved
for Government.
In all other respects the Township of Malden to be subject to such general
regulations, as are, or may be, ·hereafter framed for the government of townshi'ps,
Especial care to be taken that the Reserve by made of the two seventh.
C. B. WYATT,
Survr. Genl.

D. W. SMITH,
A. S. G.

Lot 97 was undoubtedly the westernmost lot located by Matthews in l787
( see above), and was the property of John Cornwall. This accounts for the
jog in the eastern boundary of Malden.

The two townships east of Malden

( Colchester and Gosfield) were for some time known as "The Two Connected
Townships."
The two-sevenths were Crown and Clergy Reserves. These blocks in 6th,
7th and 8th Concessions were sun·eyed into lots in 1832 by Peter Carroll, of
Oxford.
We now" come to the year 1796.

In the Crown Lands Department at

Toronto is to be found the original plan of the Township of Malden. It gives
the subdivision into lots, and each lot carries the name of the original grantee.

II

It bears the name of A. Iredell, Deputy Surveyor of the Western District, and
is dated Detroit, 17th April, 17¢. The lots on the river number from the north
to the south, nineteen in all, nineteen ending at the marsh that fronted on Lake
Erie. The first five lots were about twice as wide and half as deep as . the
remaining fourteen, and in their rear were five other similar lots.

These

were numbered from south to north, 20 to 24. Thus 24 was in the rear or east
of

o.

I,

and 20 was to the rear of No. 5. The following statement of the first

grantees of these lots may be given here, with the dates of issuing of patents :
1-2.

David Cowan .... .. East. part

3·

William Caldwell ......

Water lot.

William Caldwell .......

all

4Water Jot. William Duff ....... ...

187
2

Francis Caldwell .•....•
Alexander McKee ...•••

100 Acres July 2,

all
all

Matthew Elliott .......• all
5·
Callum . .......•• all
Alex.
Water lot.
Chatham Elliott ....... all
6.
7-8.

David Cowan ..........

all

9.

Archange Mcintosh ..•.

0

5
200

2)4
169
357
187

10.

Charles Reaume .•.....

all

185

11.

Simon Girty ........... all

164

12-13.

Francis Baby ..........

all

J6o

.

..

..
..

."
..
..

.

April 13,

18o7
1810

August20, 1810
Dec. 28,

1839

Feb. 28,

1797

Feb.9,

1856

Feb. 28,

1797

April28,

1863

March 1,

18o5

Nov. 25,

18oJ

Nov. 25,

18o3

June 30,

18o1

March6,

1798

July 30,

1799

July 30,

1799
18oi

14.

Hon. James Baby .•..•

all

x8o

15-16.

Thomas McKee . ..... .

all

325

"
"

June 30,

17-18.

Prideaux Selby .......• all

325

"

June 12,

1798

19.

Thos. Alexander Clarke all

178

March6,

1798

20.

Matthew Elliott ...•..•

Feb. 28,

1797

...

Feb. 28,

1797

Feb. 28,

1797

21.

Alexander McKee ......

22.

William Caldwell .....•

23.

William Caldwell .....•

Dec. 31,

1798

Hon. Alex. Grant. ....

Aug. xo,

1798

24.

All the above names of owners of full lots are on the Iredell Map of 17¢,
except that on the latter Lot

I

is left vacant and Capt. Bird's name appears on

Lot 2. Iredell's map also has the following buildings entered as then built;
Two on Lot 2 (Capt, Bird's), and one house on Lots 3, 4, 5 and 8. Therefore,

1~

In service-, and' his wid'ow and children put in plea after pTea for comperrsation.
Much of the corresponence may be found printed in the Michigan volumes.
The following" letter now becomes Important-it was written a :£ew weeks.
after the troops

ld~

Detroit:

Detroit RiveT, Sept. 8th, 1796.
Capt. Wm. vVayne, Queen's Rangers, commanding on the Detroit River, oppoosite the Island of Bois Bl3ne.
To the Military Secretary, Quebec:
Suggest tl.e gunpowder be place& on the Dunmore, soon c:!Cpected to lay
up there, pending- the erection of temporary maga7.inc. "I have reason to fr.ar
that the merchants who have aiready erected buildir~gs on the ground within
the line of defense of the Post under my command, will not be easily reconciled
tcnhe sentiments of the Commander in Chief on that suoject. They ha ve not
merely built temporary sheds, some of their buildings are va!uab~ e, and have
cost to the amount of many hundred pounds, authorized in these th eir proceedings by Colonel EIJg;and, who hitherto eommamled this district, at the same
time they were to hold these lots on limited terms."
•
He then

stat~

that there is no vacant land in the vicinity of the garrison-

Capt . Caldwell, Col. McKee and Capt. Elliott claim the Jots to the south, on the
north is the vacant land of the Indian Reserv·c, to the rear the land beyond
1,000

th~

yards reserved is a perfect swamp.

"I now enclose for the Commander in Chiefs inspection, a plan of a town
laid out by Colonel Caldwell, on his own land, who could sell his lots to much
better advantage to British subjcas wishing to leave the territory of the United
S tates, did he conceive the same would meet with the approbation of His Excellency."
A reproduction of the plan accompanies the letter showing a town laid
out in lots, with streets at right angles, with a vac:ant square in the centre.
This projected town would be in what is now the southern part of Amherstburg.
This letter appears in Mich., Vol xxiii, pp. 402-3. It was evidently wntten
m reply to inquiries made as to possible locations for settlers. The Bird lot
had just been taken aver by the Government, and a garrison established there,
with the intention of erecting the Fort.
Thus we see that in the summer of 1796 the plans are set in motion,
through the Military Department, for the starting of a .town and post opposite
Bois Blanc. All letters are addressed from "Malden" (that is the township), or
.. mouth of Detroit River."
On January ICth, 1797, an advertisement was put up at His Majesty'3
Post; calling for men with teams, oxen, carts, trucks, etc. This was to complete the work begun in 1796. It would appear that all buildings and accommodations made in that year were of a more or less temporary nature. Early
in 1797 the creation of the post begins in earnest. Up to February znd no
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pecia·l .name had been given. On February 9th, 1797, appears a requisition for
stores for Indian presents "for Fort Amherstburg." Here for She first time the
name occurs in an official document, and it no doubt came from the Military
Department at Quebec.
'!'hose who wish to find .the documents showing the coming in of the
name Amherstburg, may turn to Vol. XII of the Michigan Reports, pages 24!i255 and pages 256-9.

In the Crown Lands Department at Toronto is an interesting old plan
bowing what was proposed to be included that year in the Government reservation. It is a copy made by William Chewett from the earlier original plan of
Iredell.
Plan showing the site of the Military Post of Amherstburg and the land
reserved for Government by Col. Mann, as it falls on the Huron Reserve, and
the lots in the Township of Malden:
No. 1 reserved by the Patentees of said Township.
No. 2 claimed by Capt. Bird.
· o. 3 claimed by Capt. Caldwell.
July 24th, 1797.
A. IREDELL,

D.S. W.D.

;.

It would appear, however, that Lot No. 3 (Caldwell's) was not required
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for the lir~ tewn pk>t o£ Amhentburg belongs te Lot No. z, or ttie orlginar Bird
lot. IA>t

No~ 1

was left vacant in th4" 01"i'ginal division of the land among

the first 5ett!A!rs. The lot to tht llli>rth of that, unnumbered•, was acquired in
x8oo fn:mr the Indians, as it on several plans is rmrkedl, a well-defined "old
Indian Entrenc;hmeot."
The following is a copy of an old plan of 1828 showing the location of
Amherstburg in reference to the Military Reserve.

It should be compared

with plan just given as proposed in 1797.

Lot

In this pfan of 1828, the Town of Amherstburg appea·u, occupying part oi
2 , w~tfi a line separating it from the Mi~tary Reserve, as fofiows.::

I

1

11

~3.

In Vol. XII of the Michigan Records, appear letters dated from Fort
Amherstburg in June, July and August, 1797.
On page 267, " The Magazine now building," another quotation may be
interesting:

15
i n -t796 tbere were six btrildings on the front of Malden. In the CroWl'! Land
Record the lot to the north of No.

1,

talren {rom the Indian Reserve, is known

as Lot A.
!.By agreement between the Governments of the Un'ited States and Great
Britain, Detroot was to be evaC!Uated in this year-hence the necessity arose of
a t once making provision for the troops on the ea:st side of the river and of
'having an arsenal or depot Ior stores-;a town and ·a fort were ni:(:essary. Lot
11

was vacant, reserved by tbe Crown, and to it was added Capt. Bird's Lot No.

2,

which was appropriated by the Crown. The taking over of this Bird lot was

t he beginning oi a long oorrespondence. Capt. Bi£<1 was sent abroad and died
"Capt. Forbes, of the R Arti!Jery, who was on duty at Fort Amherstburg,
cesided in one oi the housf'.s built by Capt. Bird, from July,

17(}7, to

August,

I

!799·"

In Vol. XXV, -p. 235, is a sket'Ch map d Fort Amherstburg, Town of Malden, etc., showing situation.of Capt. Bird's two houses, Indian Council House,
Commissioner's House, Dock Yards, etc., tak1!ft from the Colonial Office
Records ami the following

memorandum~

"Capt. Bird's Lot of Land was repossessed by Government in the year
1796, since which time Fort Amherstburg has been constTncted, the Town of
Malden built, a Dock Yard, Commissary Store House, and other buildings,
previous to the year r796."
It would appear therefore from these documents that the Fort was from
the first known as Fort Amberstburg, and that by some at least the group of
houses outside the Fort, to the south, was for a time called by some Malden,
the same name as the township. But there was no Fort Malden in those days.
Where was this first Fort located? In Vol. XXV referred to, there is a
sketch given on page 235, taken from the Colonial Office Records, showing the
Fort as a five-sided enclosure, the northernmost angle in a direct line east of
the north end of Bois Blanc, the southernmost corner about opposite the middle
of the Island, and the little Town of Malden extending south to the Caldwell
lot, just oppo ite the southern limit of Bois Blanc Island:
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" · ( --- ~ c(l. cJ-.
~.

;.:.., :...,1-.1:.

Cl..-.t.:,

Gl.. ......~.=..

~'ll.~~
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

'

Indian Council House.
Captain Bird's House.
Engineer's House.
Commissarie's House and Store.
Town of Malden.
Dock Yards.

A comparison of this plan with the earlier Iredeli plan of July 24, 1797,
shows that on the former are given the Indian Council House and the two Bir d
houses, also the first dock. It was doubtless at this dock that the Dunmore
was located when the ammunition was temporarily stored therein, and that
primitive dock and the three or four bundings adjacent, were the beginning of
Amherstburg.

AN OLD FoRT BUII,DING.

Officers' Quarters wit h in the Fort e nclosure, slill i u a very well preserved rondition.
Th e Powder ~1 agazi n e that tood c lose by this b uildi n g has been toru dow n

1

Rr·::~ :.IINS

oF THt,; O l.D Er.LroTT MANSroN.
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We pass on now to the War of 1812- I4. Barclay sailed from Amherstburg
with six vessels, on Seytember 9th, x813, and on the following day his fleet
met Captain Perry with his fleet of nine vessels. On September 23d, r8r3, General Procter, then in command of the troops at Amherstburg, decided, contrary
to the advice of Tecumseh, to abandon the Fort. Under his orders, the Fort
a nd public storehouses were burned by the soldiers, and shortly after the
retreat began. General Harrison, with the United States troops, followed,
and the di_sastrous Battle of the Thames took place, resulting in the death ot
Tecumseh.
Some of the readers of this article may have had the opportunity of

read ~

ing that rare Canadian book, entitled, "War of 1812, Containing a full and
detailed narrative of the operations of the Right Division of the Canadian
Army, by Major Richardson, K. S. F ." A new edition is in preparation, with
notes, by Mr. A. C. Casselman, which will be well worth reading.
Richardson was captured at Moraviaatown at the Battle of the Thames,
and his account deals altogether with the western section.
Amherstburg, never of Malden.

He speaks of

It should be noticed, however, that some

American writers, some participants in the western fights, refer to the capture
of Malden, and Lossing, in his well-known "Pictorial Field-Book of the War
of r8r2," refers to Fort Malden, and on page 295 gives a view of Malden, where
the British ships were built and on page :266 he has a map of the Detroit River,
showing Amherstburg town and Fort Malden. Lossing says, on page 547:
"The army entered Amherstburg w!th the band playing 'Yankee Doodle.'
The loyal inhabitants had fled with the army. The ruins of Fort Malden, the
dock yard, and the pu_blic stores were sending up huge volumes of smoke." He
also says that there were two blockhouses on the mainland in 1813, one near
the Fort and one near Salnioni's Hotel.
Several Kentucky

voluntee~:s

were taken prisoners by the Indians at River

Raisin. One of them, Elias Darnell, who served under General Winchester,
published in 1854 a journal of his campaign, and we make the following extract.
It will be observed that he calls the Fort, Malden. From these accounts and
from the fact that this was the name of the -third Fort which was in existence
when Amherstburg was visited by Lossing, we may understand why Lossing
so called the Fort:
"As he took me near Fort Malden, I took as good a view of it as I could
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while I passed it. It stands about thirty yards from the river bank.

I judged

it to be seventy or eighty yards square; the wall appeared to be buil~ of timber
and clay. The side from the river was not walled, but had double pickets and
was entrenched round about four feet deep; and in the entrenchment was the
second row of pickets. As we went through the edge of town (Amherstburg)
I asked an Englishman where the other prisoners were? He said they were in
town in a· wood yard."
To return to Richardson. After describing the historic meeting of Procter
and Tecumseh, he says, on page 121 :
/

"It having been resolved to move without loss of time, the troops were
immediately employed in razing the fortifications and committing such stores
<~. s

it was found impossible to remove to the flames, kindl ed in the various

public buildings; and the ports of Detroit and Amherstburg for some days previo us to our departure, presented a scene of cruel desolation."
We now call another witness, an exper t witness, a contemporary record
that should settle the question if any doubt remains.
In 1799. David William Smith, Surveyor General of Upper Canada, prepared and published' at the request of Lieutenant Governor Simcoe, a gazetteer
of the Province:
On page 49, we find the fol !owing:
"Amherstburg, the military post and garrison now building at the mouth
of Detroit River, in the township of Malden."
The only description accompanying Malden i to describe it simply as the
name of the township.

In I8IJ, a second edition was published, revised by

Francis Gore, Esq., Lieutenant Governor. In this, Amhersburg i~ described as
a post and garrison, and there is no mention of Malden as either Fort or Town.
The Surveyo r-General and the Lieutenant Governor should be considered
a

authoritative.

Thus we see that official!y, the settlement was known as

Amh er stburg from 1797 down to r813.
Just here it may be mteresting to interject this question:

On what day

did the U. S. t roops occupy Amherstburg, and on what day did they march
ont?

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

•

•

*

*

King ford, on page 316, Vol. VIII, says that: "The retreat from Amherst-
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burg commenced on the 24th of September;" and on page 317 he says, "He
(Harrison) had landed on the 27th, nine miles below Amherstburg, with

s,ooo men and the fieet of boats to sustain him."
/

Auchinleck, the historian of the War of 1812, who uses Richardson very
freely as his SOUJCe of information for this western section, says, on page 215:
"On the 27th the American fieet, composed of r6 vessels of yV~r and upwards
of roo boats, received on board General Harrison's division and landed it in the
afternoon of the same day at a point three miles below Amherstburg, which
post was reached but three days after it had been evacuated by the British."
Now we turn to Niles Register for 1813, and on page II7 we find short
dispatches sent forward by General Harrison and Captain Perry. Harrison
beads his dispatch from Amherstburg, and Perry reports from Malden Harbor
that Harrison had just marched into Malden.

These two letters agree that

the U. S. army marched into the town between four and five o'clock in the afternoon of the 23d of September.
It may be stated that these letters are reprinted in Brannan's "Military and

Naval Lette:s." On page 220 will be found Perry's letter, dated September 27th,
while on page 214, Harrison's letter is dated September 23rd.

In Vol. XV,

page 421, of the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society's publications, is
given a letter by Procter from Ancaster in which he stated that the enemy

.

appeared in the offing on September 26th, and on the 27th landed nine miles
below Amhertburg. This letter, doubtless, is Kingsford's authority.
How long did the Americans hold Amherstburg? On page 104 of the Life
of Lewis Cass, it is stated that on 1st of July, 1815, Malden was surrendered to
the British .
On page 630 of Vol. XXV, of the Michigan publications, will be found
part of a letter from Sir Gordon Drummond to Earl Bathurst, dated Quebec,
August 15th, 1815. He says :

"I consider it necessary to apprise Your Lordship that it will be necessary
to place the Post of Amherstburg, which was delivered up to us on the Ist
ultimo, in a suitable state of defense; Fort Malden, at all times insignificant,
having been rendered totally useless as such during its occupation by the Unite-!
States Troops."
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This settles the date of the exacuation-July Ist, 1815. Drummond, it will
be noticed, here applies to the Fort the name that is generally found in all U.

S.

records.
Kingsford says, page 579: "They held nothing of Upper Canada to cede
except Amherstburg, of which they had been in possession since the d efeat oi
the gallant Captain Barclay on Lake Erie."
L ieutenant ]. K Portlock, Lieutenant of Royal Engineers, in 1826 prepared for Major General Sir James Carmichael-Smy:h, a report of the Posts
of Amherstburg and Drummond Island. We make an extract from the report
~n

Fort Amhersburg;
"Amherstburg.-The Fort is a square, consisting of three bastions and one

semi-bastion, and in its present form was constructed by the Americans. The
I

original works, which had progressed very slowly and stood unfinished on the
approach of the enemy, during the last war were (as fas asit was practicable
to do so), destroyed by the British Troops prior to their retreat from the westem frontier . The Americans had advanced but a little way towards the completion of the present Fort, when the renewal of peace placed it in the hands of
the British."
"Since the re-occupati:on of Amherstburg by the British troops, the Fort
(such as it was) has been allowed to decay, and in

consequenc ~ scar~ely

merits

the name of a work of fortification, etc., etc." Then follows a description of
the various buildings, including "the magazine 'Within the Fort." The barrack
room for 8o men and kitchen had been erected during the last year.
Further on follows a description of the stone magazine standing "without
tile pre ent

Fo~t,

it stood within the original Fort and was (especially the

arched roof) very much shattered prior to the evacuaLon of the place."
Major General Smyth says, p. 414: "I am not of opinion that it will be
necessary to do more at Amherst burg than to build in the place of the present
ruinous Fort a fortified barrack or pentagonal tower, similar to that of Fort
Wellington, at Osten d."
From tile preceding statements, it will be seen that the Fort Amherstburg
reconstructed by the Americans in 1813 was not exactly on the same lines as

:1

I

2I

that begun in 1797 and destroyed by the British in I8IJ, and that by 1826 the
second Fort ha·d fallen into decay.

It must have been at so;;,e date subsequent to this report of inspection that
the Fort was reconstructed and renamed, for this third Fort appears to have
received an official naming as Fort Malden.

One authority says that the

rebuilding took place in 1839. The story of the schooner "Ann" of 1837, is
well known to Amherstburgers. It was on her that E. A. 'rheller, "Brigadier
General of the Canadian Republican Service," was captured. He has left an
account of his experiences in two volumes, published in 1841, entitled, "Canada
in 1837-38." In Chaps. X and XI he gives his account of the experiences on
the Detroit River. In every case he refers to the "Town of Malden" and "Fort
Malden," never to Arnherstburg.
In the Crown Lands Department is a neatly made sketch, entitled, "The
Survey of Reserves taken by Lieutenant De Moleyns Royal Engineer, and
copied November, 1852, by Captain Moore." On this plan, Fort Malden appear:>
as a four-sided enclosure, the southern wall or face of which is in a line with the
northern end of Bois Blanc. The commanding officers' quarters, Fort Supanto's
quarters and commissariat premises all lie outside of the Fort between it and
the town of Amhersburg. The land to the east of the Sandwich Road is
laid out in lots for the pensioners, and a sample pensioner's house is sketched.
The old Indian entrenchment is marked on the river bank to the north. Richmond street is marked as the northern limits of the town and th..: open space
around the Fort north of the town and between the Sandwich Road and the
river, is marked as "Enrolled Pensioners' Grazing Ground." This plan comes
down to the recollection of many of the older residents of Amherstburg, and
here we leave the story for some local student t.o 'take up. These notes may be
sufficient to start some one to write up the history of the town and to fill in the
spaces with interesting personal sketches of the men and women, whose history
would add much interest to a story that is thus roughly sketched:

I
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ADDITIONAL NOTES.

On April 7th, r8r7, a Provincial Statute was passed, entitled A11 Act to

Established a Police

it~

the toums of York, Sandwich, and Amhersfburg.

On March 16th 1831, tbere was passed a statute entitled, A?J Ac1 to Estab-

a Market and 'to Estab lish Wh11rfage- fees in the Tow11 of Amherstburg lK

tit~

West em District.
The market was to be on Lot No. 7, west side of Dalhousie street. The
Commissioners of the Peace

wer~

to make regulations and to impose fines and

p-ermission was given to erect a wharf on said lot and ro impose tolls.
Bouchette, in his work on the British Dominions in North America, Vol.
I, pp. xos-6, says (1832), that Amherstburg has nearly

200

houses, a church,

court house and gaol, many good shops and a population exceeding

1,200

souls; the works have oeen partly restored and a military detachment is kept
in garrison there, a subdivision of which is stationed on Isle au Bois Blanc.
1850. On_ 27th September, 1850, the limits of the

municipalit~

,burg were fixed by procl1.mation of the Governor General.
town, as it was regularly called, was to include Lots

I,

of

Amherst~

The village, or

2 and 3 and Block D,

nderdon. The latter was doubtless the old Indian cession of x8oo.
1878. In January 7th, 1878, Amherstburg became an incorporated town,
all the requirements of the municipal act having been complied with.
When was the third Fort, known as Fort Malden, constructed? We leave
this for some local historian to answer. In 1859 the barracks were fixed up
and occupied as a branch of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum. For how long a
time were they thus used?

Since the above was compiled the writer has found the following note in

The Upper Canada Gazette, Vol. III, No. 27, printed at Newark, or Niagara,
26th April, 1797. It is interesting as showing how the Editor of that pap<.r

I
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applied the name of the township to the new Fort then being built on the
Detroit River :
"We hear from Fort Malden at the mouth of the Detroit River, that in the
beginning of March last, Captain Mayne, Ensign Pierce, and one Bliss, a pnvate, all of the Queen's Rangers, in passing a river on the ice, which giving
way, they fell in, the Captain and Bliss were fortunate enough to get

~ut,

but

Mr. Pierce perished; a few days after his body was taken up and interred.
Bliss soon perished by the severity of the weather."
Another subject that should be worked -~ in c..r2nection 'with Amherstburg is a connected account of the various rtgiments or companies stationed
there; for instance, from a list of the subscribers to the Wolfe and Montcalm
Monument at

Q~tebec

I find that the following officers at Amherstburg sub-

scribed one pound each in 1828: Capt. North, 68th Regt.; Ensigns McLean and
orth; Dep.-Asst.-Com.-Gens. Baily, Stanton, and Blackburn; Asst.

Surgeo~

Dr. Huston, Barrack Master Duff; also George Ironside, Supt. Indian Dept.,
and Dr. Richardson, of the Indian Dept. In 1839 the 34th Regt. of Foot was
stationed at the Fort.
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